
   
The Teacher Writing Center presents … 

Just for You! 
Professional Development Workshops for ELD Professionals 

English language development (ELD) teachers must 

provide instruction that helps English learners (ELs) 

become proficient English speakers, readers, and 

writers. The paradigm shift in ELD instruction calls on 

teachers to offer explicit instruction on specific 

grammatical forms in order to develop students’ 

functional language skills. However, often ELD teachers’ 

own educational experiences have not prepared them to 

efficiently and effectively meet this challenge. 

Moreover, many teacher certification programs do not 

devote sufficient time to linguistic and grammatical 

topics for teachers to be fully effective in teaching these 

critical aspects of ELD.   

To assist ELD teachers in gaining a stronger 

understanding of linguistics, grammar, and other topics 

related to the instruction of ELs, the Teacher Writing 

Center offers a series of interactive and dynamic 

workshops taught by experienced ELD experts. These workshops can be 

customized to meet the specific needs of your school or district. The following 

pages include details on the workshop content, faculty, and costs. 
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Professional Development Workshops 
 
Linguistics Lite: Mastering the Basics 
This workshop is “non-fat” linguistics! ELD teachers will learn about phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and 
pragmatics. The content will build on prior knowledge and expand participants’ grasp of linguistics so that they are 
better prepared ELD teachers.   
Time: 3 hours  
NOTE: This workshop can be combined with “Grammar with a Grin: Teaching This and That.”  

 
Grammar with a Grin: Teaching This and That 
This workshop will serve as a primer on grammar in the English language development classroom. Studies show that 
explicit grammar instruction leads to higher academic achievement for English learners, but many teachers do not have 
the tools they need to implement this instruction. The content will focus on an overview of the fundamentals of English 
grammar, with user-friendly materials and practical strategies that teachers can implement in their classrooms 
immediately. Participants learn language uses and associated grammatical forms appropriate for students at each 
language proficiency level.   

Part 1: Strategies for Teaching English Grammar to Beginning and Early Intermediate Learners 
Part 2: Strategies for Teaching English Grammar to Intermediate Learners 
Part 3: Strategies for Teaching English Grammar to Early Advanced and Advanced Learners 

Time: 4.5 hours 
NOTE: This workshop can be combined with “Linguistics Lite: Mastering the Basics.”  

 
ELD 101 
This workshop explores the history and development of English language development programs for English learners in 
various instructional settings, including Structured English Immersion, Bilingual Dual Immersion, and Two-Way 
Immersion. Participants will learn how the research-based paradigm shift in ELD instruction has affected the role of the 
ELD teacher and ELD instruction. Specific attention will be given to language proficiency levels, the link between social 
and academic language, and the importance of explicit grammar and phonics instruction for ELs. This workshop is 
appropriate for teachers new to ELD instruction or experienced educators looking for a quick refresher.  
Time: 2 hours 

 
ELD Power Practices: Stocking Your ELD Strategies Tool Kit 
The notion of power practices is based on the idea that we know there are efficient and effective ways of accomplishing 
a task because we have repeated them successfully over a long period of time with large numbers of people. There is no 
limit to the potential power certain instructional practices have with English learners. This workshop focuses on 10 
power practices that will provide the basic tools ELD teachers need to stock their ELD strategies tool kit.  
Time: 2 hours 

 
Writing Instructional Materials for English Learners 
The array of publisher-produced materials for English learners often falls short of what teachers need, and most 
teachers find it necessary to create classroom materials that are customized for their English learners. This four-hour 
workshop will provide an overview of the fundamentals of writing instructional materials for English learners and get 
you started creating classroom lessons that integrate all four language domains. The presenters are published ELD 
authors who will review the basics of language acquisition and outline strategies teachers can use to develop classroom 
materials that address speaking, listening, reading, and writing.    
Time: 4 hours 
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tǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ 9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ DŜƴǊŜΥ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊǎ 
One of the most powerful ways to present academic content to students is through reader’s theaters. Students become 
so caught up in the drama, action, and fun that they don’t realize how much they are actually learning through this kind 
of activity—academic content, language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing), and general academic skills. This 
three-hour writing workshop is designed to provide you with the techniques and strategies to use in writing your own 
classroom reader’s theaters, tailored to your particular content area.  Presenters will review the basics of the reader’s 
theater genre, provide examples of effective writing strategies, and assist participants in creating a powerful reader’s 
theater to use in their classrooms immediately. Attention also will be given to outlining a lesson plan as a context for the 
reader’s theater activity.  
Time: 3 hours 

 

Workshop Faculty 
 

Dr. Connie O. Casagranda-Williams. Connie holds a bachelor’s degree in education and 
Spanish (1965), a master of arts degree in multicultural education (1977), and a master of 
science degree in public school administration (1981) from San Jose State University and 
California State University, Hayward. She earned her Ed.D. in second language acquisition 
from the University of San Francisco in 1989. Connie has authored numerous instructional 
and assessment materials for English learners, including the Quick Informal Assessment 

(QIA), which is used to assess English language proficiency. 
 

Dr. Roberta Stathis. Roberta holds a bachelor’s degree in anthropology and social sciences 
(1975) and a master’s degree in education (1985) from California State University, San 
Bernardino. She earned her Ph.D. in education (1989) from the Claremont Graduate 
University in California. She is a co-author of two comprehensive ELD programs: Carousel of 
IDEAS for K-5 English learners and Champion of IDEAS for English learners in grades 6-12. 
She also is the author of numerous articles and books, including Florida: The Sunshine State, 

Lost: One Dad, and Writers Who Inspired the World. 
 
Ms. Patrice Gotsch. Patrice earned a bachelor’s degree in speech communications from The 
George Washington University (1992) in Washington, D.C. and was awarded a master of arts 
in teaching degree (1998) from the School for International Training in Brattleboro, Vermont. 
She is a co-author of two comprehensive ELD programs: Carousel of IDEAS for K-5 English 
learners and Champion of IDEAS for English learners in grades 6-12. She also is the author of 
numerous articles and books, including North Carolina: The Tar Heel State, Cesar Chavez: 

Changing Lives, and A Safari with Mobari. 
 

Costs 
 
Workshop costs range from $3,000-$6,000 for up to 50 participants; travel expenses may apply. Each workshop is 
conducted by experienced workshop faculty and includes a PowerPoint presentation and comprehensive handouts. The 
Teacher Writing Center understands the financial difficulties facing school districts today. Every effort will be made to 
work within your professional development budget. Contact the Teacher Writing Center for a customized cost proposal. 
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Contact Us 
 

For more information or to schedule a workshop, please contact 
info@teacherwritingcenter.org or call us toll free at (877) 848-0947. Please visit our web site 
to learn more about the Teacher Writing Center: www.teacherwritingcenter.org. 
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Visit www.teacherwritingcenter.org to read our three-part 
series on the critical link between oral language and literacy: 
 
× Speaking of Writing: The Significance of Oral Language 

in English Learners’ Literacy Development 
× Managing Student Talk in the English Language 

Development Classroom 
× Evaluating Student Talk in the English Language 

Development Classroom 
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